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Message from the Mayor 
 Garret L. Nancolas 
�
Welcome to the inaugural edition of the City of Caldwell’s 
newsletter. These are exciting times to be a Caldwell resi-
dent and it is our hope that this forum keeps you updated on 
important information and helps assist you in navigating 
through city services.  
 
Please know that we are acutely aware of the difficult times 
our families are facing and are doing everything we can to 
continue to be good stewards of your tax dollars and  
operate in a fiscally responsible manner.  When our nation rebounds, as we most 
certainly will, Caldwell can continue to prosper, grow and succeed as a community. 
We welcome any comments or suggestions on ways to improve our service to you, 
our customers. Thank you for all you do for the City of Caldwell! 
 
City budget remains strong 
 ElJay Waite, Finance Director 
 
Due to prudent cash management and hiring practices, the City of Caldwell is 
happy to report that all aspects of city government are 
well-funded and secure. General fund balance as of 
September 30, 2008 was $9,249,487 of which 
$2,145,977 is reserved for capital construction of parks 
and safety service facilities. Cash reserves to pay on-
going expenses and cover economic downturn events 
were $4,634,741. While the majority of this cash will be 
used to cover ongoing expenses, approximately 
$1,500,000 can be used to cover unexpected events 
relating to the economy. In order to balance the city's 
2009 budget, revenues were adjusted downward $279,000  to reflect reductions in 
sales tax and building permit collections. Reductions in personnel costs, opera-
tions & maintenance and capital projects were approximately $258,000. That  
results in only a $21,000 shortfall.  
 
To make up that shortfall, the Mayor met with department heads, supervisors and 
appointed officials last week to review budget numbers and discuss steps the City 
needs to take to ensure fiscal strength and act responsibility given these economic 
times. The City of Caldwell intends to review vacant positions as they open and 
determine rehire needs. Overtime will be approved only as needed by the Mayor. 
Safety services budgets are adequately funded; therefore, citizens will not experi-
ence a reduction in police and fire services.  



2 

��������������������������������������������������������� ���
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ������������������������� ���

FEMA Flood Mapping of  
Indian Creek 

 
The City continues their vigorous appeal of the 
FEMA draft flood maps that predicted flooding 
in downtown Caldwell. The City officially ap-
pealed the FEMA flood-mapping effort based 
on the fact that FEMA did not take into consid-
eration the following facts: 
 
¨ Fractured basalt geology of the upper basin 
¨ Roadway and rail line physical barriers to   
       run-off flow 
¨ Historical data on flooding 
¨ New York Canal levee elevations are  
       lower on the Southwest, draining to Lake        
       Lowell, not toward Nampa and Caldwell 
¨ Daylighted Indian Creek in downtown 

Caldwell 
 
The extensive data provided by the City to 
FEMA shows that there will not be a  
100-year flood event in Nampa or Caldwell. 
 
A FEMA decision on the City’s appeal to the 
draft flood maps should be announced in March 
2009. 

City’s Requested Stimulus 
and Other Funding 

 
The City has requested stimulus funding 
for these projects: 

Downtown-wide Streetscape Stimu-
lus project ($2.2 Million) 

21ST St. Improvement and general 
roadway repairs ($3.3Million) 

Biking-Walking Trail Route – 
downtown to the YMCA 
($322K) 

Bike Trail to Lake Lowell ($350K) 
through the Rails to Trails Pro-
gram 

Façade Facelift Program ($250K) 
through SAGE Resources 
 

Biking-Walking Trail from the 
Library to the YMCA 

 
The Biking-Walking Trail from the  
Library to the YMCA is in final design 
and is planned for construction this sum-
mer.  The trail will be a combination off-
road trails and neighborhood low traffic 
bike routes.  Funding has been sought 
through the Transportation Enhancement 
program as well as stimulus programs. 

 

For more information on Caldwell’s 
redevelopment efforts, contact Dennis 
Cannon at dcannon@ci.caldwell.id.us 

or 455-4736 

City of Caldwell Plans New  
Archery Range 

 
City Council approved plans for a new arch-
ery range to be located on approximately 3 

acres on the west side of Rotary Pond.  Plans 
include five covered targets ranging from 20 

to 60 yards, with built-in safety features. 
Local archery enthusiasts have pledged to 

donate some materials and labor for the con-
struction.  Any donations and/or volunteer 
help would be appreciated.  The expected 

completion date is Summer 2009. For more 
information contact Collette Sanders at 455-

3060. 
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Hosting a Family Reunion, Getting Married?  
Rent a City park for less than a private venue! 

 
· Construction of the Luby Park Gazebo has been completed and it will be available 

to rent this year.  Fees are $50.00 for 1 – 4 hours and $75.00 for 4+ hours.  
· Rose Garden rental is $50.00 for up to 2 hours and $90.00 for 2 - 4 hours.   
· Memorial Park Bandshell rental is $60.00 for 1 – 4 hours and $100 for 4+ hours. 
· The Train Depot is available to rent for $250, Plaza for $100 and both for $450. 

Contact Debbie Geyer, 455-4656, for more information. 
 

Want more information? Call the Parks and Recreation office at 455-3060 

All park restrooms are closed during the winter, but 
should reopen no later than April 1, depending upon 

March weather. 
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GOLF 
 

Golf pass rates at Purple Sage Golf Course 
are lower this year; an unrestricted pass is 

$599 + tax ($634.94) and a restricted pass is 
$499 + tax ($528.94). 

Green fees are also lower this year at Purple 
Sage Golf Course. 
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  CITY OF CALDWELL “SPRING SWEEP” 
April 20th – 25th  2009 

 
During this citywide clean-up effort, residents are encouraged to clean their 
houses and yards and offer assistance to neighbors who might need a little 
extra help. 
 
Throughout this week there will be a free large item 
pick-up on residents’ curbside on normal trash day.  
Extra items that Allied Waste will pick-up for this pro-
ject include: televisions, tree branches/shrubs cut and 
tied into 4-foot lengths, tied plastic trash bags, small 
household items, furniture, bagged grass clippings 
and leaves, non-freon appliances, and rolled/tied car-
pet and vinyl. Excluded from the program will be tires, 
refrigerators and liquid waste (i.e. anti-freeze, paint). 
 
Residents can bring their trash to Pickles Butte landfill for free Saturday 
April 25th. 
 

The City of Caldwell is planning a Community Pride Day, 
Saturday April 25th from 9-noon. Projects include painting, 
graffiti removal and trash pick-up around Indian Cr eek. To 

volunteer, meet at The Hartwell Corporation, 1220 Cleveland 
Blvd, by 9am. Want more information? Contact Susan Miller 

at 455-3011. 
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Easter Egg Scramble 
Grab your baskets and join the fun!! Beginning at 10:00 a.m., kids ages 4 – 12 
can participate in the annual “scramble” while those 3 years and younger can 
visit the Easter Bunny and receive a sack of Easter eggs and prizes.  Event is 
held at Memorial Park on April 11th.  For more info, please call 455-3060. 
 
Softball Leagues 
We offer Men’s USSSA Competitive, Men’s Recreational, and Co-ed Softball 
Leagues.  The deadline to register teams is April 15 and play will begin April 
27.  Registration forms are available in our office or our website.  For more in-
formation contact Brent Bunger at 455-3060 
 

Watch for our summer activity guide, delivered 
in the Idaho Press Tribune on April 11.   

Activities guide will be available at City Hall, 
Caldwell Public Library, YMCA and the Parks 

& Recreation office. 
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Call Caldwell Recreation at 455-3060 for information 
on swim lessons, rental rates, and reservations. 
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 With Indian Creek basically completed 
and the Christmas lighting of the creek a huge 
success, the question most asked is “what now”?  
The stage is set with a good share of the infra-
structure in place to proceed with the next phase.  
If one was to paint a picture, the backdrop and 
scenery is on canvas ready for the subjects, busi-
ness and facilities. 
  
 Land acquisition is nearly finished for 
the catalyst project itself with two parcels bought, 
a third under contract and the last piece optioned 
by Oppenheimer.  Parking is being addressed by 
restructuring existing parking and acquiring addi-
tional land.  The mixed-use City Hall will feature 
Treasure Valley Community College and jump 
start the critical mass required to draw the private 
sector downtown.  Environmental test results 
have proved to be no surprise so far and we are 
encouraged that the final analysis will be pro-
vided within days.  The framework master plan is 
evolving and being fine-tuned. 
  
 Of course there is still one big item de-
laying this project. FEMA has informed us that 
we will have an answer sometime in March as to 
whether they will indeed include downtown Cald-
well in a new flood plain designation.  We expect 
a complete reversal from their original faulty 
findings given our findings and the data we  
submitted. 
  
 We encourage questions/comments and 
welcome you to contact us. 
    Chris Yamamoto 

Catalyst Project Manager 
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BECOME A VOLUNTEER  

  
 Your help is needed to continue to build on 
the sense of community that is growing in 
Caldwell.  Residents and visitors alike have 
come to see the changes and events that are 
becoming the hallmark of Caldwell and a 
point of pride to our citizens.   
  
There are many programs, events, and activi-
ties that only succeed and survive with the 
help from volunteers who help plan and  
participate in the activities our city is  
becoming known for.  Everyone has talents 
that we can use, whether you are a photogra-
pher, skilled with computers or interested in 
being outdoors. There is an event for every-
one and we welcome any time commitment 
you can give. 
  
Please consider becoming a volunteer for a 
program, activity or event that interests 
you.  If you have time to give, please send an 
e-mail to volunteer@ci.caldwell.id.us to help 
make this great city even better.  
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Name: Rob Oates  

Nickname: None 

Years in public service: In my 6th year on the council. 

Day job: Web Application Developer (self-employed) 

Last book you read: The Lysander Spooner Reader 

Biggest issue the City of Caldwell is facing: 

Balancing service delivery and staffing in this time of  

changing tax revenue. 

Dream Destination: I’d like to visit/live in a country      

where the U.S. Constitution was actually “the law of the  

land” and the restrictions it placed on government were  

observed. 
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US Senator James E. Risch 
350 N. 9th Street, Suite 302 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
208.342.7985 
Committees: 
 Energy and Natural Resources 
 Foreign Relations 
 Intelligence 
 Joint Economic 
 Ethics 

US Congressman Walt Minnick 
33 E. Broadway Avenue, Suite 251 
Meridian, Idaho 83642 
208.888.3188 
Committees: 
 Agriculture  
 Finance 
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Idaho State Legislature—Capitol Annex  for more information:  
P. O. Box 83720     www.legislature.idaho.gov 
Boise, Idaho 83720 - 0038 (House)    
       -0081 (Senate) 
208.332.1000 
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Planning & Zoning 
 

Here are a list of just some of the things Planning and Zoning are currently working on. If you 
are interested in being involved or want more information, call 455-4667.  

 
· Each year, P & Z staff coordinate one volunteer project on their own time. P & Z is asking 

the community for nominations of homes for this project.  
 
· Parks and Recreation Master Plan – is in the preliminary process of being updated 
 
· Master Trail and Pathway Plan – a new plan being in the preliminary process of being 

written 
 
· Comprehensive Plan and Comprehensive Map to be revised.  
       Projected completion: Summer 2009 
 
· New Sign and Subdivision Ordinances in the process of being revised.                          

Projected completion: March 2009 
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Looking to pay your water 
bill on-line? Visit 

www.cityofcaldwell.com  Irrigation News: 
 

Irrigation water will be turned on 
approximately the 15th of April. 
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The Street Department will soon begin their annual sealcoating campaign. The 
approximate dates are June 9-12th, 16th-19th, 23rd-26th. Two months prior to 
sealcoating, we will be preparing streets by patching, trimming trees, and 
sweeping streets. Filling of the cracks in the road begins in March and April. 
There are two important things for citizens to remember: 

* Please obey the signs (No Parking) that are placed on the street 
during this time. 

* If you plan on going on vacation, please make sure your vehi-
cles are not left on the street. 

 
The Street Department has noticed an upsurge in citizen encroachment into 
city alleyways and other public property, curtailing the ability of department em-
ployees and utility personnel – water, sewer, power, irrigation and trash – to 
perform routine maintenance and respond to requests in a timely manner. 
Caldwell municipal codes states that:  
 

It shall be unlawful for any person owning, leasing, occupying, or hav-
ing charge of any premises to maintain, keep or allow any nuisance to 
remain on such premises longer than five (5) days. This shall not only 
include all nuisances on private property, but nuisances situated on 
public property adjacent to or contiguous with private property including 
areas behind curbs, sidewalks, parking areas, and property to the cen-
ter of alleys and ditches. A notice will be mailed to the owner or occu-
pant of the property.  
 

This means that any items, including trash cans, must be removed from the 
alleyways to allow us to perform our duties and help serve you. Additionally, a 
vision triangle at the end of the alleyway where it meets the roadway is re-
quired for the safety of those pulling out of 
the alleyway onto the road. The vision tri-
angle restricts anything more than three 
(3) feet from the ground or hanging less 
than ten (10) feet from the air, including 
trees, flowers, and shrubs.  
 
 
If you have any questions about the Street 
Department and our planned  
activities, please call 455-3072. 
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